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The  Burea'j  of  the  Census,  Department  of  Commerce  announced  today  that  during 
Uarch  the  total  water-borne  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States  Increased  to  10,159,000 
long  tons  ($1290.8  million)  from  the  February  total  of  9,485,000  long  tons  valued  at 
51217. 5  mllllor..  This  represented  respective  shipping  weight  and  value  gains  of  7  per- 
cent and  6  percent  over  the  previous  month's  figures. 

Dry  cargo  export-Import  shipments  at  6,940,000  long  tons  ($1220.3  million) 
totaled  68  percent  of  the  total  foreign  trade  tonnage  and  were  5  percent  more  In  value 
but  approximately  the  same  In  weight  as  the  February  dry  cargo  shipments.  March  tanker 
shipments  at  3,219,000  long  tons  ($70.7  million)  represented  gains  of  23  percent  in 
tonnage  and  24  percent  In  value  over  the  preceding  month's  2,610,000  long  tons  ($56.8 
million). 

Export  shipments  on  dry  cargo  and  tanker  vessels  declined  4  percent  in  weight 
from  5,312,000  long  tons  In  February  to  5,123,000  long  tons  this  month,  while  value  In- 
creased 2  percent  from  *770,9  million  last  month  to  $787.4  million  In  Karch.  During  the 
same  period,  water-borne  Imports  rose  21  percent  In  weight  and  13  percent  In  value  from 
4,173,000  long  tons  ($446.6  million)  to  5,03^^,000  long  tons  (i503.4  million). 

Atlantic  Coast  Ports. — During  Karch  ports  in  this  area  acccu.itert  for  6y  percent  of  the 
shipping  weight  and  for  73  percent  of  the  value  of  ail  merchandise  exported  and  imported 
by  dry  cargo  and  tanker  vessels  or  7,028,000  long  tons  ($946.7  million).  This  repre- 
sented an  increase  of  5  percent  In  shipping  weight  and  7  percent  In  value  when  compared 
with  last  month's  figures  (6,691,000  long  tons  at  $883.7  million). 

Import  shipments  at  Atlantic  ports  this  month  reached  4,062,000  long  tons 
($400.7  million),  20  percent  and  15  percent  greater  In  weight  and  value,  respectively, 
than  the  February  Import  shipments  at  3,386,000  long  tons  ($349.8  million). 

Export-Import  trade  at  New  York  amounted  to  2,299,000  lo.ng  tons  ($679.0 
million);  Baltimore  1,267,000  long  tons  ($57.3  million);  and  Philadelphia  1,174,000  long 
tons  ($69.0  million). 


Gulf  Coast  Forts. — Twenty  percent  of  the  shipping  weight  and  17  percent  of  the  value 
of  United  States  water-borne  export-import  shipments  during  March  were  credlteT  to  Gulf 
Coast  ports.  Foreign  water-borne  commerce  amounted  to  2,080,000  long  tons  ($217.9 
million),  shipping  weight  and  value  Increases  of  20  percent  and  4  percent,  respectively, 
over  February's  1,737,000  long  tons  valued  at  $208.7  million. 


Trade  at  the  port 
million  durln'  Karch. 


of  New  Orleans  totaled  677,000  long  tons  valued  at  $108. 


Pacific  Coast  Ports. — Waterborne  traffic  In  this  area  experienced  a  slight  decline  In 
the  total  shipping  weight  from  881,000  long  tons  In  February  to  874,000  long  tons  In 
liarch  with  value  ($120.4  million)  remaining  the  same  during  the  two  months.  Nine  per- 
cent of  the  shipping  weight  and  value  of  United  States  water-borne  trJMe  was  accounted 
for  by  Pacific  Coast  ports. 

Foreign  water-borne  commerce  during  Uarch  amounted  to  251,000  long  tons  ($26.9 
million)  and  154,000  long  tons  ($49.8  million) ,  respectively,  at  the  ports  of  Los  Angeles 
and  San  Francisco. 


Great  Lakes  Ports. — At  Great  Lakes  ports  foreign  trade  shipping  weight  rose  6  percent 
from  the  February  level  of  99,000  long  tons  to  105,000  long  tens.  Export-Import  value, 
however,  remained  at  $2.1  million  from  February  to  Uarcn. 

The  table  on  the  following  page  presents  the  shipping  weight  of  the  water-borne 
foreign  trade  of  the  United  States  during  Uarch  and  February  1948  ajid  the  monthly  average 
for  the  year  1947,  by  type  of  vessel  and  by  coastal  area. 


Includes  those   seaports  which  accounted  for  2  percent  or  more  of  the  total  shipping  weight  or  dollar  value  of  exports  or  Ijsports  during  calendar  year  1947. 
•Less  than  SCO  long  tons;   Ins  than  $50, COO. 


Prepared   in  the  Foreign  Trade  Division  of  the  8ur*!8u  of   the  Census. 
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COVBRAOI 

Export  figures  include  reexports  and  Lend-Leass  ana  UKRSA 
shipments,  trade  between  the  Territories  and  Possessions  of  the 
United  States  (Alaslca,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico)  and  foreign 
countries,  shipments  to  United  States  goTernment  agencies,  and 
exports  under  the  various  foreign  relief  prdgrams  made  on  com- 
mercial vessels  only,  Excluded  from  export  figures  are  ship- 
ments to  the  United  States  armed  forces  abroad  for  their  own 
use,  shipments  by  the  Department  of  the  Army  to  occupied  coun- 
tries under  its  Civilian  Supply  Program,  shipments  between  Con- 
tinental United  States  and  the  Territories  and  Possessions,  and 
shipments  between  the  Territories  and  Possessions.  Exports  by 
vessel  are  credited  to  the  Customs  District  and  port  at  which 
the  merchandise  was  laden. 


The  import  figures  are  general  imports  and  represent  tb* 
total  of  imports  for  immediate  consumption  plus  entries  into 
Customs  bonded  storage  and  manufacturing  warehouses.  Ikports 
by  vessel  are  credited  to  the  Customs  District  and  port  at  whloh 
the  merchandise  was  unladen,  even  though  this  may  be  different 
from  the  Customs  District  in  which  the  goods  were  entered  into 
warehouses  or  entered  for  immediate   consumption. 

Shipments  on  Army  or  Navy  operated  vessels  and  shipments  in 
transit  through  the  United  States  from  one  foreign  country  to 
Einother  are  not  included  in  either  the  import  or  export  figures. 
None  of  the  export  or  import  figures  have  been  adjusted  for 
change  in  price  level. 

The  data  presented  in  the  following  tables  are  preliminary 
and  include  revisions  which  have  been  made  since  the  releaso  of 
data  for  February  1948. 


FOREIGN  TSADE  REPORTS  OF  THE  SlHiEAU  OF  THE  CENSUS 


Sunnary  reports  shoidng  monthly  data  on  United  States  foreign  trade  are  Issued  as  follows: 

FT  900  -  Overall  total  export  and  import  data;  no  country  or  conmodily  detail. 

FT  930  -  Exports  and  Ijnports  by  eccncnlc  classes  and  leading  cosmodltiesj  no  countiy  detail. 

TT  950  -  Exports  and  imports  by  countries  of  destination  and  origin;  no  commodity  data. 

FT  970  -  Foreign  trade  by  United  States  Custoras  Districts;  no  coinnodlty  or  country  data. 

rr  972  -  Tater^bome  forei^  trade  by  United  States  Custons  District  and  ports . 

FT  973  -  ffate:^born9  forei^  trade  ly  trade  area. 

FT  975  -  Entrances  and  clearances  of  vessels  by  United  States  Customs  Districts  and  areas. 

FT  976  -  Participation  of  American  and  Foreign  Flag  Vessels  in  shipments  under  United  States 

Foreign  Relief  Programs . 
FT  981  -  ShippLn^  Weight  and  Dollar  Value  of  Merchandise  Laden  on  and  Unladen  frcm  Vessels  at 

U.  S.  Ports  during  the  Intransit  Movement  of  the  Merchandise  from  one  Foreign  Country 

to  Another. 

Additional  detailed  ccnsnodity  and  countT}   data  are  available  in  the  form  of  the  other  FT  reports. 
A  catalog  nay  be  obtained  fran  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  W^hing:toa  £5,  D.  C. 
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